
Parish Pastoral Council: Meeting Minutes
March 4th, 2021 – 7 to 8 PM

Present – Fr. Peter, Sr. Madonna, Deacon Lou Piazza, Rich Padova, Ken DeBenedictis, David York, Paula 
Dennett, Erik Eldracher, Maura Reardon and Marta Stiglin.

Absent: John Markiewicz, Cindy Cookson, Carla Burns, Cathy Thompson and Deacon Mike Curren

Minutes

1. Opening Prayer – given by Sr. Madonna

2. Ash Wednesday – Fr. Peter reported that Ash Wednesday services went well.  The Masses were well-
attended and the walk-through distribution of ashes went fine.  Fr. Peter also reported that he 
received good comments about the live-streaming.

3. Wednesday Mission Series – Sr. Madonna reported that this is going well.  Fr. Dlugos is doing an 
excellent job, for which the parish is grateful.  Two of the three stations of the cross, which were all 
recorded, are out now and the third one will be out on Good Friday (Fr. Peter mentioned that the 
stations came from Sacred Heart Church in South Lawrence when the Marist order left the parish.)  

4. Lenten Mass Attendance – Fr. Peter reported that Mass attendance since Lent began has been steady.  
About 300 people in total are at the weekend Masses and around 30 people at the 8 AM daily Mass.  
Fr. Peter also reported that sometimes people will close the windows in church during Mass, but they 
are required to remain open in order to provide fresh air indoors during the pandemic.  Overall, Fr. 
Peter is pleased with the cooperation of everyone regarding the conditions necessary during the 
pandemic.

5. Finances – Fr. Peter reported that financially speaking St. Augustine’s is “fairly secure” and that the 
weekly offertory collection has stabilized during the pandemic and that it averages between $10,000 to
$12,000 each weekend.  He also explained that there are three projects that need attention on the 
parish property – the repaving of the main parking lot ($20,000 estimate); the beam supporting the 
tower bell is bent and needs to be addressed ($10,000 to $12,000 estimate as well); and water seeping 
into the sanctuary because of bad rain gutters.  Fr. Peter is hopeful that the GAP (Grand Annual Pledge)
might cover all three expenses.  Priority-wise, it would be the gutters first, then the bell tower and then
the parking lot.

6. Maura Reardon asked if perhaps we might consider using the businesses that advertise in the weekly 
bulletin for some of these projects, as perhaps they might give the parish a discount for their work.  Fr. 
Peter responded that it is really up to the Archdiocese of Boston as to what contractors will be used for
these projects.

7. Holy Week – Fr. Peter discussed, tentatively, plans for the upcoming Holy Week services, which begin 
at the end of this month with Palm Sunday.  Once completely finalized, all information regarding Holy 
Week will be posted on the parish website.

8. Finances, addendum – Fr. Peter returned to the topic of finances by mentioning that there is money 
available in Andover’s town budget for the acquisition of open spaces in order to preserve them from 
development.  One conservation group is interested in acquiring the small patch of land that runs 



alongside Ridge Street and faces down onto School Street (across the street from St. Augustine’s 
Church).  They are also interested in acquiring a strip of land behind St. Augustine’s Cemetery on 
Lupine Road that runs along the Shawsheen River.  In light of this, some discussion ensued about the 
possibility of perhaps bartering for the repaving of the parking lot, thus saving the parish some money. 
Fr. Peter took this under advisement.

9. Next Meeting – there was brief discussion about when the next meeting will take place, and it was 
agreed that it will be Thursday, April 8th, which is the week that immediately follows Easter Sunday.

10. Closing Prayer – given by Fr. Peter.


