Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes
17 February 2022

Present: Fr. Peter, Fr. Art, Fr. John, Sr. Madonna, Deacon Lou, Deacon
Mike, Erik Eldracher, Cathy Thompson, Carla Burns, Paula
Dennett, Steve Leone, Benoit Thibaut, Christine Burke

Absent: Ken Debenedictis, John Markiewicz, Stephanie Wright, Rich
Padova, David York, Maura Reardon

1. Opening Prayer: “Beauty Ever Ancient, Ever New”
St. Augustine Confessions, X, 27,38

2. Approval of Minutes from 16 December 2021

3. St. Augustine Parish participation in Synod on Synodality

Synodality was described as an increased emphasis on listening to

each other within the church in a prayerful, constructive and Spirit-filled manner. The
idea is to explore how the church can best “hear the voice” of all people under the direc-
tion of the Holy Spirit. Our participation as a parish will involve casting a wide net to rep-
resent as many areas in our parish as possible and gather together on

7 April 2022 at 7 pm. On that evening, we will watch a short video on synodality and
then break out into small groups to discuss and answer 7 questions that have been sent
out by the Archdiocese of Boston. Our answers will be synthesized and sent to the
Archdiocese of Boston. Once there, our answers will be synthesized with other respond-
ents before being sent back to the Vatican. We will get the word out to the parish
through Joanne Heim, parish communications director, that we are working on this pro-
ject.

4. We discussed parish participation in the Archdiocesan Eucharistic Congress and the
conclusion of the Year of the Eucharist. Although the Eucharistic Congress is being held
all day in Lowell at the Tsongas Arena, we are aware that there are parishioners who
will not be able to attend. The Pastoral Council will host a 9 am Mass at

Saint Augustine Parish with fellowship and refreshments immediately following.
We will also have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 10 - 3 and ending with
Benediction. We will offer Confession at this time as well, although the exact times have
not yet been established. We will continue our parish celebration of the Eucharist

on Sunday, the Feast of the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ. We hope
to offer refreshment and fellowship following all Masses and involve all areas of
our parish. We will ask Joanne Heim if a folder could be made up as a guide for the
weekend.

5. Joanne Heim has put together a Lenten trifold brochure to be distributed at all
Masses and on Ash Wednesday to communicate all the Lenten opportunities for parish
involvement.



6. Closing blessing from Fr. Peter



