Parish Pastoral Council: Meeting Minutes
March 17, 2022; 7 to 8:30 PM

Attendance: Present — Fr. Peter, Fr. John, Fr. Art, Deacon Mike Curren, Cathy Thompson, Rich
Padova, David York, Benoit Thibault, Christine Burke, John Markiewicz, Stephanie Wright, Erik
Eldracher, Maura Reardon, Paula Dennett, Steve Leone

Absent — Sr. Madonna, Carla Burns, Ken DeBenedictis
Minutes

1. Opening Prayer — “Augustinian Prayer to Our Mother of Good Counsel” led by Fr. Peter.

2. Approval of Minutes — meeting minutes from February 17, 2022 were unanimously
approved.

3. Drop-Down Screens in Church — Fr. Peter began a brief discussion by asking about the
usage of the drop-down screens in church, i.e. are they helpful or not? Do they promote
congregational singing or not? After some back-and-forth discussion about the validity
of the screens and some minor logistical issues, the majority opinion was that they are
helpful and that Fr. Peter will follow up on resolving any of the minor logistical issues.

4. Guest Speaker — parishioner Betty Desjardins addressed the Council on the Synod of
Synodality, which she is involved in locally. Called by Pope Francis, the Synod is a
process of listening and consultation with members of the Catholic Church to discern
together how the Church should change and move forward into the third millennium.
The “listening session” for St. Augustine’s is scheduled for Tuesday, March 29% at 7 PM
in Fr. Smith Parish Hall. All parishioners are invited to come with questions/suggestions.

5. Eucharistic Congress — Fr. Peter reminded everyone about the upcoming Eucharistic
Congress on Saturday, June 18t at the Tsongas Arena in Lowell. There will be no bus
from St. Augustine’s to take people to Lowell, but there will be buses from St. Michael’s
in North Andover going to Lowell. At St. Augustine’s itself, there will be Mass at 9 AM
followed by a social and then adoration and confession.

6. Sr. Madonna — Fr. Peter informed the Council that Sr. Madonna, Pastoral Associate, is
recovering from injuries suffered in a fall at home and is wished the best by the Council.

7. Outgoing Members: Fr. Peter informed the Council that the terms of Rich Padova,
Maura Reardon, David York and Ken DeBenedictis are expiring this spring and thanked
them for their service on the Council.

8. Concluding Blessing — led by Fr. Peter







