Parish Pastoral Council
Meeting Minutes: Sept. 18", 2025

Present: Fr. Peter, Fr. John, Sr. Madonna, Rich Padova, Margie Rothman, Robin Gorski-Routhier,
Marianne Rhoads, Anne Ravizza, Julie Fleka-Reller, Erik Eldracher, Sean Conner, Elizabeth Perry,
Norma Villarreal and John Cohan
Absent: Mark Powers, Erica Vozzella, Lorraine Sullivan, Fr. Art, Deacon Lou Piazza and Deacon
Mike Curren

Minutes:

1. Welcome: led by Fr. Peter.

2. Introductions: Fr. Peter introduced himself and then asked all members to introduce
themselves, which they did.

3. Opening Prayer: led by Fr. Peter.

4. Overview of Parish Pastoral Councils: Fr. Peter explained the history and the role of
parish pastoral councils and then reviewed the proposed meeting dates for 2025 — 2026.

5. Updates: Fr. Peter provided some updates to the members, including that St. Augustine’s
School has increased its enrollment to 417 students and is currently undergoing its ten-
year re-accreditation process. He also reported that the religious education program has
a new director, namely Lisa Round who this summer succeeded the retired Bridget Rao.
Fr. Peter also put out a call for suggestions for future agenda items, although none were
put forth at this time.

6. Guest Speaker: Fr. John Dello Russo was the first of two guest speakers for the meeting.
He briefed the members on his involvement with the Andover Commission for Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion which deals with addressing how the community can work together
to make everyone feel welcome, as well as looking at how any related issues can be
addressed. Fr. John also briefly explained that within the meaning of diversity, God
creates equally; within the meaning of equity, everyone has received what they need
and which is to be shared; and within the meaning of inclusion, everyone should feel
included and welcomed wherever they are.

7. Guest Speaker: the second guest speaker for the meeting was Julio Mejia, executive
director of the Merrimack Valley Project, a local non-profit whose work revolves around
community organization and advocacy of important issues such as affordable housing,
employment, education and food security.

Submitted by Rich Padova, Honorary Member & Secretary; Sept. 21%, 2025



