Parish Pastoral Council
Meeting Minutes: Oct 23rd 2025

Present: Fr. Peter, Fr. John, Sr. Madonna, Margie Rothman, Robin Gorski-Routhier, Marianne
Rhoads, Anne Ravizza, Julie Fleka-Reller, Erik Eldracher, Sean Conner, Elizabeth Perry, John
Cohan Lorraine Sullivan, Mark Powers, Erica Vozzella

Guests: Danette Morris, Cheryl Germino

Absent: Fr. Art, Deacon Lou Piazza and Deacon Mike Curren, Norma Villarreal, Richard Padova

Minutes:

1. Opening Prayer: led by Fr. Peter.

2. Minutes — Sept meeting minutes accepted

3. Guest Speaker: Danette Morris — Adult Faith Formation
She noted that she is in her 3™ year of the formal Adult Catechesis program.
The process of handing on the faith is a life-long work and the Church gives highest
priority to Adult Faith formation. It is the parents who are the primary teachers of their
children. As parents are led in their faith, the children are enriched. Cheryl noted that
she and Lisa Round of Religious Education are working on doing more to reach out to the
parents of the children in the Religious Education program.
Some Adult Faith Formation opportunities:
Tuesday 9 AM-10:30 AM drop-in sessions, using various Bible Study videos with
discussion. Faith-sharing is an essential part of the program.
Wednesday seasonal afternoon studies and mini-retreats.
“Walking with Purpose” is the newest offering. It is held on Wednesday evenings, and
led by Colette Crowley and her team.
Additionally, there are other groups leading OCIA and Baptism.

4. Sr Madonna Kling reported on the Ministry recruitment weekend.
57 parishioners have expressed interest in volunteering. She thanked Fr. Peter for
speaking at the weekend Massed to encourage new ministers.

5. Annual Parish Report. Fr Peter commented that both the church and the school are
financially “healthy”. The school enrollment is up to 416 students. Two large financial
costs coming up are the replacement of the parish center air-conditioning units and
finishing the work of replacing downspouts on the church to avoid any further water
damage.

The small parcel of land at Ridge and Essex is scheduled for final closing by the end of
October, 2025. This is important for the Essex Street Corridor Project.

6. Next meeting on November 20 will be a regular meeting instead of a social with the
school and financial boards. The school is having their Open House on the same night.

Submitted by Marianne Rhoads, covering for Richard Padova, Oct 30", 2025



Adult Faith (for PPC presentation)

WHY adult faith?

Catechesis is the act of handing on the Word of God so as to inform the faith community about the
teachings of Christ. It is a lifelong process - as Christian adults, it is our responsibility to seek to deepen
our love of Christ and to respond more fully to his invitation into an intimate and personal relationship
with Him.

The Church teaches that, within its educational mission, the catechesis of adults is the highest priority,
even above that of the catechesis of children. More formally stated by the US Bishops in the National
Catechetical Directory, | quote:

the primary reason for adult catechesis—its first and essential objective—is to help
adults themselves grow to maturity of faith as members of the Church and society.
The General Catechetical Directory views adult catechesis as the summit of the entire
catechetical enterprise; while... it stands at the center of the Church’s educational
mission.

(Sharing the Light of Faith: National Catechetical Directory #40, 1978, U.S. Catholic Bishops)

The BIG picture:

This is the third full year of adult faith as a formal ministry in this parish. While many adult faith programs
have been presented in this parish prior to the creation of this position, many of them were short-lived or
turned into small groups of the same participants year after year.

A few years ago, | was starting with a blank slate with no formally-stated or specific goals designated for the
program. As we should with all endeavors, | began with prayer and reflection. Prayer to the Holy Spirit that
whatever shape the program would take, it would be first and foremost according to the will of God. It went a
little like this: “I have no idea what form this program will take but it is in Your hands. Send those whom You
will and guide me in offering programs that will conform to Your desire for this parish community.”

With that prayer and using the understanding of adult catechesis as the guiding principle, my efforts have been
directed at providing and supporting a variety of programs and initiatives with an emphasis on understanding
how Sacred Scripture applies to living our Christian faith in today's world. The focus is naturally on the Word of
God which, along with Sacred Tradition, comprise our source and understanding of God’s Revelation. What did
it mean originally, how is it relevant today, how do we live it out?

Specifically, and to date some of the small group programs that have been presented include a regular weekly
drop-in session on Tuesday mornings, more formal Scripture Study programs on Wednesdays, a seasonal
women’s bible study on Wednesday evenings, seasonal mini-retreats on Thursday afternoons and a summer
book group that meets monthly in June, July and August.

The drop-in program requires no preparation and no continuity so that people may come as they are able.
The Scripture or thematic studies are for those who are interested in going deeper and who are willing to do
the weekly preparation, in some cases a LOT of preparation. The mini-retreats are similar to the drop-ins but
are thematic in nature to coincide with the liturgical seasons. The book group happened quite by accident and



is meant to be a casual bridge between the spring and fall seasons as my position is part-time from September
through May.

Through all of these groups, we have covered a wide range of topics from a study on the Holy Spirit,
discussions on exorcism, formal studies on Revelation, the Prophets and the Psalms, a film study on the
Passion of the Christ and, more esoterically, an 8-week study on the Hidden Meaning of the Lord of the Rings.
The book group reads focus on classics that are both secular and spiritual including the Screwtape Letters,
Mark Twain’s Joan of Arc, and He Leadeth Me (an amazing account of a Polish-American priest, Jesuit Father
Walter J. Ciszek's spiritual journey through 23 years in Soviet prisons and labor camps).

The role of coordinator not only includes the planning and implementation of programs but also supports
parishioners who have a desire and feel called to offer something specific. Last Lent, Colette Crowley and a
team of many women launched a women’s bible study program as a joint venture between St. Augustine and
St. Michael. | had vetted the program for Colette and she ran with it — this fall there are more than 65 women
in the program which is called, Walking with Purpose.

At the same time, there are many other programs with different formats that are offered in this parish for the
catechesis of adults outside of the Liturgy such as the upcoming movie and rosary about Fr. Patrick Peyton.
And then there are ministries that fall under both sacramental preparation and adult faith but that run
smoothly without any interference from me such as OCIA and Baptismal Preparation.

Successes/Positives:

e we have an incredibly well-formed, richly-graced community that is very willing to share their faith
experiences with others without getting preachy, teachy or political. They are NOT SUPPORT GROUPS.

e the availability of really good Catholic content in the form of videos, podcasts, bible studies is almost
overwhelming. If you don’t have access to FORMED, you would be doing yourself a great favor by checking
it out.

Challenges/Needs-

e Resources as in we need:
o more trained facilitators
o more time — it takes a lot of time to plan, design and deliver one program even if you are using
content that already exists

Final Note:

| have received many compliments on the programs AND, while | appreciate the support, it would be a very
dull and unremarkable thing if no one showed up for them. | am so grateful for the people in this community
who have responded to the call of the Holy Spirit to participate in these programs. From their participation, |
have come to, not only know them better and by name, but | have also learned a tremendous amount about
our shared faith. You can only learn so much from a video or a book. | think | can speak for most of those who
participate that when people share their specific experiences of how they live out their witness to Christ in bad
times and in good times, everyone’s faith experience is enriched — it provides the sustenance and
encouragement to go forth and evangelize others.

Questions?
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