Student Parent Meeting — Confirmation

Good Evening Everyone — For those of you that don’t know me, my name is Lisa Round, and I
am the Religious Education Director and Coordinator of Grades 1, 2, 7, and Confirmation.

First off let me reiterate, we are a community in Christ. Parents, students, catechist and
Religious Staff...we are all working together to encourage our children to continue in their faith
journey. As you know, it starts at home, we need the commitment from both parent and child to
be present during this coming academic year. We are here to help guide your children in
continuing their faith journey through teaching, we hope that you continue this journey when the
classes are not in session.

The Students in the Confirmation program this year and in the foreseeable future will complete
their studies in only one academic year. So all students in the 8" and 9™ grade wishing to be
confirmed will be in the Fall of 2026 — as long as they complete the following
requirements....Attend all classes (which are held twice a month), attend all teen/community
Masses (held at 5:30 p.m. following the confirmation class), complete 20 service hours (more
details to follow), and attend 5 prayer services and at year end write a letter to the Bishop.

All parent and student “regular” communications are via email but to work efficiently we need
you to include your most frequently used address on the registration form!! If the address that
you used on your registration form is not current or viewed frequently, please let us know. If you
ever change your email, please let us know ASAP. Some of our bulk emailing goes through
Mailer lite — if you wish to continue to receive information from us ensure you do not block or
unsubscribe from this. Parents and students, if the student has a separate email, please make sure
that the email is in our system. This email will be used to update them on volunteer
opportunities, prayer services, and make-up classes and prayer services.

Parents, you may have received a call from one of my staff members about your child’s
baptismal certificate. We must have a copy of this prior to their confirmation. Please make sure
that you send it to us a.s.a.p. or if you are new to the program or haven’t registered yet to include
with the registration form. If your child was baptized at St. Augustine Church, Andover, please
provide us with the day, month, and year of the baptism.

Curriculum

We strive to ensure that our program is a complete and doctrinally sound catechesis for children.
The texts used are in conformity with the Catechism of the Catholic Church and take not of the
national documents regarding religious education, “To Teach as Jusus Did”, “Sharing the Light
of Faith”, and the National Catholic Directory. The first half of the year the class will be
following the text found in Faith Fusion. I have brough a few copies with me for those parents
that are interested in reviewing the copies. The second half of the year will be focused on the
Rite of Confirmation and will follow the text found in Encounter with Christ and Have Faith.
For those of you that had children in the program last year, the first text is the same one we used



last year. The second text is new. Along with these books their will be Teen Bibles and Doctrine
of the Catholic Church (DOCAT).

If a class is missed, a make up class will be held on the last Monday of the month...for example

If the make-up class is missed then the two class lessons will be made available online. These
lesson will need to be completed before the next class meeting.

Prayer Services
4 listed on the syllabus — must complete 5 — up to 7 will be offered.
Service Hours

Service hours are not just available through the Religious Education Program. Parents and
Students — think outside the box. Volunteer to teach dance or tutor at the boys and girls club,
help your elderly neighbor with snow removal, fall clean up or other task (if they insist on
offering you money-use it to purchase food for the poor or diapers for one of the church
projects). What I don’t want to see is a child bringing in donations that the parents purchases.
How does this teach your child about service?? Word of caution — Andover High School Honor
Society will not accept hours from confirmation service (they consider it double dipping) but
they will review your service in consideration.

Our program serves hundred students and to run effectively we need many volunteers. Please
give prayerful thought and consideration to teaching as an individual or part of a team or to
volunteer in some other way. The Religious Education staff offers support, enrichment, and
training.

If you know parent that have not registered their child, we will close registration after the four
class.

Want to thank you once again for registering your children



